
 

 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

Greater Denton Arts Council: 2017 Annual Report 

In 2017, GDAC hosted approximately 30,000 visitors, generated revenue totaling $339,936 and 
amassed a membership of 215 individuals and organizations. 
 

The Greater Denton Arts Council will look back at 2017 as a year of transitions.  During the 1st 

quarter of 2017 Tracy Bays-Booth who served as the GDAC Executive Director since 2015 

accepted an offer from a prestigious museum in San Francisco.  Caroline Holley, Exhibitions 

Coordinator, also accepted an opportunity at the same San Francisco Museum.  We bid 

farewell to these two very talented individuals whose contributions raised GDAC’s visibility in 

the Denton community, to greater heights.   

BOARD DEPARTURES 

At the close of 2017, five GDAC board members whose terms expired, departed from the 
board. They are Roni Beasley, Jan Hillman, Kimberly Karl, Don Edwards, and Judy Willis. All left 
with a promise to remain ambassadors for GDAC in the broader community and serve as 
advisors when called upon. 
 
NEW STAFF 
 
After an intense search in which there were applications, questionnaires, skype interviews, a 

community visit, Georgina Ngozi was unanimously selected as GDAC’s new Executive Director. 

Georgina possesses the qualifications, skills, demeanor, and personality, best suited to lead 

GDAC’s into its next phase of growth. Georgina comes to Denton, TX via Bastrop, TX where she 

served as the Executive Director for the Bastrop County Historical Society Museum and Visitor 

Center.  Georgina brings to GDAC a wealth of non-profit leadership experience having served 

as an Executive Director in a variety of non-profit, art-focused organizations throughout the 

country.  

In addition to GDAC’s new Executive Director, two additional staff members joined the GDAC 

team, Sara Greenberg, Education Coordinator and Jenny Bates, Exhibitions Coordinator.  Sara 

comes to GDAC via the Dallas Museum of Art, and Jenny hails from the Longwood Center for 

the Visual Arts, in Farmsville, VA.  

Over the course of 2017, Sara has created and implemented new programs designed to engage 

children and families. By the end of 2017, through Sara’s efforts a variety of educational and 

programmatic goals were achieved, doubling attendance numbers for Arts After School, the 
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establishment of consistent Thursday evening programs and the engagement of university 

students willing to showcase their skills. PAAC is being recognized as a site for multi-

generational learning (elementary school tours, university classes, DISD teacher development) 

Exhibitions Coordinator, Jenny Bates, spearheaded the installation of several noteworthy 

exhibits, showcasing the work of local, national and international artists. During 2017, eleven 

exhibitions were displayed throughout the PAAC, in Festival Hall, and the Gough and Meadows 

galleries.  

 

HIGLIGHTED EXHIBITIONS 

 

GDAC presented eleven exhibitions in 2017 highlighting local, national, and international artists. 

 

Patterson-Appleton Arts Center 
Materials: Hard + Soft 
 
VAST: 11th annual 125-Mile Visual Arts Exhibition 
 
Youth Art Month 
 
Annual High School Art Exhibition 
 
Composite of the Soul featuring Justin Archer, Erik Beruvides, and Dan Black 
 
Texas Watercolor Society 68th Annual National Exhibition 
 
Dogow Adouron Bew & L'Univers Dogon: La Fondation presented in partnership with the Menil 
Collection 
 

GDAC had the honor of hosting visiting artists from Mali, Amahigueré Dolo and Souleymane 

Ouologuem whose art work represents the Dogon culture on the international art market. The 

artists shared cultural and aesthetic aspects of Dogon society through their artwork, and a lively 

public discussion engaged numerous members of the Denton community.   

 Narrative Threads: The AIDS Memorial Quilt presented in partnership with the University of 
Texas at Dallas & the NAMES Project 
 
Color Coded: Recent Works of Vagner Mendonca Whitehead, Chair TWU Department of Visual 
Arts 
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Murchison Performing Arts Center truly, madly - a series of collaborative photographs by 
Kasumi Chow and Desiree Espada. The artists constructed single colorful frames of common 
objects juxtaposed by portraits of young women, teetering between anxiety and euphoria.  
 
Inverse Ekphrasis - MP Callender- The series uses poems of Dr. Mark and Dr. Chelsea Wagenaar 
as inspiration for nonobjective paintings.  Ekphrasis is a literary description of, or commentary 
on a visual work of art. In this case, the process was inversed because the artist decided to take 
the poems as inspiration for his nonobjective paintings, rather than the other way around. 
 
RENOVATED SPACES 

 

The GDAC Board embarked on a project to modernize the PAAC facility creating a more 

contemporary and vibrant space during the summer of 2017. The building renovations 

included:  

 

• Fresh paint on the walls 

• Refinished floors 

• Stage lighting 

• Bluetooth Speakers 

• Phillips Hue Color Changing Lights, New chandeliers, & acoustic clouds 

• Visitor Service desk 

• Exposed brick walls 

• Additional membership storage 

 

Through the financial support of several, generous benefactors, the Arts Council was able to 

commission site-specific art installations for the newly renovated space. Two permanent 

exhibits by local artists were installed.  The work of Amie Adelman, UNT Professor in the 

College of Visual Arts & Design- specializing in Fiber is prominently featured in the PAAC entry 

way. A custom, Neal Faustian, Professor at UT-Arlington.  glass installation was created for the 

steam pipes in Festival Hall. Many of you may remember his exhibit “When the Well is Dry, We 

Know the Worth” during the Fall of 2015 in Gough Gallery.  

 

Presently, work is underway to improve the kitchen area, making it more efficient for use by 

caterers providing services for a host of organizations renting the space for special events.  The 

kitchen renovations are slated to be completed by Spring 2018.  

 

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL PARTNERSHIPS 

United Way of Denton & GDAC 

For the 2nd year in a row, GDAC partnered with the United Way of Denton to host an Annual 

New Year’s Eve celebration, better known as lil’d NYE.  More than 175 party revelers brought in 
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the New Year at the PAAC in support of both non-profit organization’s and the services they 

provide to the Denton community.  

 
FUNDRAISING 
 
The Wild Women for the Arts Committee met on two different occasions to bring in new 
members. These mixers took place at Harvest House (Fall) and Dan's Silverleaf (Spring). Nearly 
60 women participated in joining the group to raise money. Combined with TCA funding and 
community donations directly to arts grants, the Council awarded $14,500 overall. 
 

Throughout the month of March, GDAC received 28 applications for funding. 

17 Grants were awarded to GDAC Member Organizations including: 

 

Artists Enclave 

Denton African American Scholarship Foundation(Denton Black Film Festival) 

Denton Bell Band 

Denton Cinco de Mayo 

Denton Community Band 

Denton Community Chorus 

Denton Community Theatre 

Denton Festival Foundation 

Denton Main St. Association 

Festival Ballet of North Texas 

Language of Laughter 

Music Theatre of Denton 

Real Waves Radio Network 

Sundown Collaborative Theatre 

Tejas Storytelling Association 

Texas Filmmakers 

UNT College of Music 

Individual Artists Grant Awards 

Isabel Crespo 

Cesar Velasco 

 
 


